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The Reporter is dedicated to promoting the interests 

of Sahib Shriners, Shriners Hospitals for Children, 

Shriners Hospitals for Children specializing in burn 

care, the Sahib Shrine Clubs and Units and 

Freemasonry. 

 
DEADLINE 

All materials for publication must be submitted to the 

editor no later than the 15th day of each month. 

Publication date is the first day of each month. 
Electronic submissions of text, photos and ads are 

preferred and may be submitted via email, thumb 

drive or via a file hosting service. 
Sahib Shriners disclaim any liability from any loss or 

damages resulting from articles, opinions, statements 

or representations expressed or implied in this 

publication.  All rights reserved.  No part of this 

publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any 

form without written permission from the publisher, 

except by other officially recognized Shriners 

publications. In the event of approved reproduction, 

credit must be given in the publication to Sahib 

Shriners.  Requests for reproduction should be 

addressed to Sahib Shriners. 

 
SHRINERS HOSPITAL INFORMATION 
For information or assistance in contacting the 

Shriners Hospitals for Children call: 
 National: (800) 237-5055 

 Florida: (888) 665-KIDS (5437) 

 Sarasota: (941) 955-2494 

 e-mail: hospital@sahibshrine.org 
The Reporter is a monthly digital publication for members 

of the Sahib Shrine.  Printed copies can be obtained at the 

office for a fee. Annual membership dues are $125, payable 

to the Sahib Shrine Temple, Inc., 600 N Beneva Road, 

Sarasota, FL 34232. 

ON THE COVER: First place winners two years running! A representative from the Arcadia 

Parade presents the 2020 First Place Award for Best Parade Group to our Sahib Shriners who are 

tickled pink (as you can tell by their shirts). Sahib members from left are Noble Thomas “Pepper” 

Mabray, Potentate Gary Fields, and Lady Sharon Thornsberry. Also shown is our 2019 trophy. 

http://www.hometownheroesbargrill.com/
file:///C:/Users/rzeis/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.SarasotaEventCenter.com
http://www.sahibshrine.org/
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Potentate’s 

Message 

March started off with a visit from the Imperial Potentate. He was well received and his wife and 

he were quite impressed with Sahib Shrine.  

On March 10th, the Birthday & Anniversary Dinner Dance was a hit with everyone who attended. 

The food was great, but the music developed technical difficulties. We will work on that for May. 

Thank you to Noble Bill Batten and the Greeters for a delightful evening. That is the good stuff. 

As everyone knows, this is a trying time in our country. Everyone’s lives have been turned upside 

down one way or another. Financially, emotionally, health wise, and otherwise it has been disturbing 

trying to survive.  

Who would have thought the world would be terrorized by a virus? This is totally unheard of in 

this day and age. And it is affecting everyone. It is all people are talking about. Where did it come 

from? How did it get here? I am scared of catching it. What should I do? And the last question is 

always, when will it end? 

I alone do not have the answers. But with prayer and faith, we will overcome this together. Check 

on your neighbors. Call friends and family. Do something nice for someone. Volunteer. Deliver food 

to the needy. Walk your dog and someone else’s dog. Find a home project you have put off. File your 

taxes. There are lots of things to make the time pass.  

We will keep you up-to-date on when Sarasota Event Center re-opens. This is one thing we are all 

looking forward to in the future. 

But the most important is to stay safe. This too will pass. 

Sharon and I look forward to seeing you in the near future! 

Notes from your Divan 
 

Yours in the faith, 

Wm. Gary Fields 
Wm. Gary Fields, PP, Sahib Shriners Potentate 2020 
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First Lady’s Corner 
First Lady Sharon Thornsberry 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Just a small corner of info that I 

would like to do as Sahib’s First Lady 

to help the children. My plan is to visit 

the hospital at least once a month, and 

I am happy to tell you that our first 

meeting and tour was March 10th. 

Margie Thomas and I took a tour 

to Tampa hospital and we were 

greeted by two lovely administrative 

women and our very informative tour 

guide MAC! After informing them of 

our plans monthly, they invited us in 

April to do a craft project with the 

children. 

I am inviting anyone who would like 

to join us. I plan on giving a date at 

least two weeks in advance. I have 

attached a wish list from the hospital, 

and plan on fulfilling this all year 

long. Please give our potentate Gary 

Fields all your donations. 

One other thing I would like to 

say is: If you don’t like what you’re 

doing, get out and do what you like! 

I challenge all of us to be nice to 

one another and smile whether we feel 

like it or not; and if you don’t have 

anything nice to say to anyone just 

don’t say anything at all! 

Remember, let’s stand behind our 

leaders at Sahib because we are all in 

this together to make our temple the 

best ever!! 

Love and happiness to all, 

Lady Sharon 

First Lady Sharon Thornsberry (right) and Lady Margie 
Thomas (left) visited Shriners Healthcare for Children – 
Florida in March, and brought donations from Sahib. At 
center is an administrator at the Tampa facility. 

Photo provided by First Lady Sharon Thornsberry 

Donation Wish List 
Infants 
Toys that have lights and sounds 

Toddler/Preschool 
Dora the Explorer 
Mickey Mouse and Friends 
Elmo and Friends 
Dinosaurs 
Crayons 

Adolescents 
Wallets – male/female 
Men’s cologne and body wash 
Women’s perfume and body wash 
Make-up and nail polish 
Model cars, glue, and paint 
Crafts: bead art, jewelry, latch hook 
Uno cards 

Miscellaneous 
LOL toys 
Ryan’s toy review 
Jo Jo Siwa 
Spanish books and games 

When making a donation, please remember: 
We are unable to use/accept the following items: 
Used items 
Used clothing and shoes 
Items made of rubber and latex 
Toys that promote violence 
VHS tapes 
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Dear Fellow Nobles,  

First, I would like to THANK each of you for what you do 

every day for our fraternity and for Shriners Hospitals for 

Children®.  Since July, as Cheryl and I have made our visits 

to the temples and health care locations, we have been 

continually overwhelmed by the dedication that all of you 

demonstrate daily for your temples and for the children that 

we care for.   

This time of year, nearly every temple has a ceremonial that 

brings in new nobles.  TODAY I am challenging each of 

you to find JUST ONE new member for your temple’s 

ceremonial this spring.  There are many men who would 

greatly enjoy the opportunity to join the fun and fellowship 

that we have to offer AND to see those miracles that happen 

every day for the special children that depend on us. Every 

temple needs new members – take advantage of your spring 

ceremonial to bring a new noble into your temple.   
 

  

   

  

Jeffrey L. Sowder 

Imperial Potentate 
 

 

Let’s ALL renew our PRIDE and ENTHUSIASM for our great fraternity – we are all members of a great 

fraternity – FREEMASONRY – and, as Shriners, we OWN the World’s GREATEST PHILANTHROPY 

– Shriners Hospitals for Children. Be ready with your “two minute elevator speech” so when someone 

asks why you are a Shriner you can quickly tell them.   

We have a lot to be proud of – we need to tell the world!! 

Yours in the faith, 
 

  

   

  

Jeffrey L. Sowder 

Imperial Potentate 
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Please note: 
For those planning on 
attending funeral services for 
two of our members who 
recently passed, changes in 
dates are as follows: 

William “Bill” Neal McKown, 
former Treasurer of Sahib 
Temple, will be held at a future 
date to be determined. 

A memorial for Dick Schmidt, 
Transportation Chairman, will 
be held on his birthday, August 
11, 2020. 
 

2020 

Birthday & 

Anniversary 

Celebrations 
If your unit or club would like 
to host this event, please 
contact the Potentate. 

Saturday, May 9 
Host: Hillbillies 

Saturday, July 11 
Host: TBD 

Saturday, September 12 
Host: Motor Corps 

Saturday, November 13 
Host: Cabiri 
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Birthday & Anniversary 

Dinner Dance 
Photos: Noble Charley Hamilton 

 Anniversary Winners 
Gary and Jeanie Wonning 

Birthday Dinner Winner 
Jon Neary 

Birthday Wine Winner 
Jim Leiner 

50/50 Winner 
Jon Neary 

Irish Princess Winner 
P.C. Mabray 
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Illustrious Sir Gary Fields (left) welcomes one of Sahib’s 
newest Shriners, Devin Johnston. 

Photo provided by Potentate Gary Fields 
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  Parade Marshall’s Notes 

Carroll “Scrib” Scribner, PP, sahibscrib@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A great job at Arcadia! Your temple 

turned out and showed off its pride in being  

Shriners! 

Many thanks to all and to Joe Smedley  

and friends for doing the brew, dogs, and 

burgers for us. This was Joe’s 14th year of  

hosting the paraders. He says as long as he is 

able, he will be honored to have us. 

This was my last Shrine Parade as I have 

decided to hang up my whip and chair after  

45 years of constant activity in support of   

“THE GREATEST PHILANTHROPY ON 

EARTH.” I’ll be here where I can help out, 

but not in a busy-type role. 

In my 45 years, I have had only two that 

I have not held an elective or appointive 

Shrine job and contributed to our great cause: 

kids!   

It will be a great change and let down but 

it is time. With a bad leg and 84 years under 

my belt I simply can’t keep up. 

My successor is Noble Tom Mabray, and 

I know he will do a great job. He needs your 

full cooperation and support so please give 

him a hand when he needs it. 

This is not a goodbye, but only a “so-

long ‘til the next time we serve together for 

our kids.” 

            “Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; they have the heart.” 

mailto:sahibscrib@gmail.com
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Imperial Visit 

March 4, 2020 
Photos: Lady Gail Balkwill 
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Potentate Gary Fields (left) with Noble Paul 
Pante at Oriental Band practice. 

Photo provided by Potentate Gary Fields 
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To stay informed about the latest information regarding the Coronavirus, click here: 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

https://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/
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Don’t Miss Out on the Fun! 

Queen of Hearts 
7:00 p.m. 

Every Thursday! 
Only $1.00 per chance to win. 
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The Manatee Shrine Club meets on the 

first Friday of the month at 11:00 a.m. for a 

social and 12:00 noon for a lunch and guest 

speaker.  We are dark June-August. The men 

meet separately and then join the ladies for 

coffee/dessert and listen to the guest speaker.  

All Shrine members and their ladies are 

welcome to visit.  They need only make their 

$15 meal reservation with Russ Sexton, 

Secretary, at drsexcton45@gmail.com or call 

at 941/773-7280.  You pay at the reservation 

desk the day of the meeting.  

The March meeting of the Manatee 

Shrine Club welcomed Noble Giles Light, 

who delivered an informative slide show 

about his recent 37-day trip around the world. 

  

MSC LEADERSHIP CHANGE: 

Russell Sexton has been the president for 

the past 3-years, but his wife’s recent health 

issues now require his full attention and thus 

an interim president has been appointed.  I, 

Pepper Mabray, although I have many Shrine 

Manatee Shrine Club 
Tom Mabray, President, peppermabray@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 

responsibilities, have volunteered and was 

accepted by the BOD members.  I will fulfill 

the role of president until January 2021.  Russ 

has agreed to remain as secretary performing 

much of the role off site.  

 

UPCOMING SOCIALS: 

 The April outing is Free SCF 

Graduation Recital 7:30 p.m. at Neal 

Auditorium, with dinner at Olive Garden at 

5:30 p.m., 4420 14th St. Bradenton, Monday, 

April 27th. Dinner reservations needed at 

Olive Garden. (Notice will be given at a date 

closer if SCF is still going to have the 

Recital). 

Come and join us for good food, 

fellowship, informative presentations, and 

regularly scheduled socials. Contact any of 

the MSC board of directors for more 

information about our club and an invitation 

to join us for lunch: Pepper Mabray, Russ 

Sexton, Tom McGill, Ernie Ryder, Charles 

Titus, Jim Fletcher, and Dana Callanan. 

 

 

 
Please Note: Due to the Coronavirus pandemic and the subsequent closing of the Peridia 

Golf & Country Club restaurant to dine-in service, the April meeting of the Manatee Shrine 
Club has been cancelled. 

mailto:drsexcton45@gmail.com
mailto:peppermabray@gmail.com
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Parade 
Arcadia 

Photos provided by Noble Thomas Mabray 
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We Need You! 
Volunteers are needed to take photos 

at Sahib Shrine special events. 
Please contact Potentate Gary Fields for 

more information or to volunteer. 
wgfields@bellsouth.net 

 

Parade 
Arcadia 

Photos provided by Noble Thomas Mabray 

mailto:wgfields@bellsouth.net
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Motor Corps Shrine Club 
Giles Light (G-man), Secretary, gileslight@aol.com 
 
 
 
 

“These are the times that try men’s 

souls.” So wrote Thomas Paine in 1776. 

Although these words were written during 

the Revolutionary War, they seem to be 

appropriate today as well.   It’s been just a 

few weeks since the Coronavirus came to the 

U.S. and it’s having an impact in many 

different ways.  Not the least of these is the 

cancellation of sporting events, theatrical 

performances, and social gatherings, to name 

a few.  The Motor Corps has experienced a 

number of these cancellations as motorcycle 

events and fund raisers have been cancelled.  

Even so, we do have some good news to 

share with our readers. 

On Wednesday, March 4th, seven 

members of the Motor Corps provided escort 

for Imperial Potentate Jeffrey Sowder and his 

wife, Cheryl.  They rode from I-75 and 

Fruitville Road to the Shrine Center.  Kudos 

to Les Ruggiero (Curli), Barry Hart 

(Policyman), Dave Mashia (Hollywood), 

Darren Bracken (Schmoozer), Mark 

DeStefano (Dancing Bear), Bryan Pullman 

(Shortcut), and George Hernandez (Silver 

Fox) for providing the escort.  Several of our 

members had to break away from their work 

responsibilities for this escort duty.  Well 

done, guys. 

The Motor Corps had a great turnout for 

the Arcadia Rodeo Parade on March 14th.   

Kudos to all those who participated:  Mark 

DeStefano (Dancing Bear), Bryan Pullman 

(Shortcut), Steve Helin (Varmint), George 

Mitchell (Mitch), George Hernandez (Silver 

Fox), and Les Ruggiero (Curli).  It’s a long 

ride over to Arcadia for a very short parade 

and then the ride back, so special thanks to 

those who participated.  The Motor Corps 

also wants to take this opportunity to thank 

Carroll Scribner (Scrib) for his final stint as 

Parade Marshall.  He has worked with the 

Motor Corps for many years to make the 

Shrine parades a little bit better.  Enjoy your 

retirement, Scrib. 

Typically, during the month of March, 

members of the Motor Corps and Widows 

Sons Masonic Riders Association make a 

pilgrimage to the Masonic Home in St. 

Petersburg.  As this article is being prepared, 

it appears as if this year’s ride has been 

cancelled along with all other events at the 

Masonic Home. 

One of our members, Bob Hammer 

(Hammertime), recently retired.  To begin his 

retirement, Bob has advised his fellow Motor 

Corps members that he and his wife Carolyn 

will be taking their RV around the U.S. in a 

trip that will last a couple of years.  They have 

planned a detailed route for nearly all of their 

journey.  We will miss Bob and Carolyn but 

look forward to their return in 2022. 

We have eleven Motor Corps members 

and their ladies with birthdays in April.  

Birthdays include: John Machanska (Dozer) 

on the 2nd, Lady Barbara Hart on the 6th, 

Lady Cathy Cason , Lady Paula Basham, and 

Lady Jennifer Vorbeck on the 8th, Lady Joni 

Steelman on the 16th, Lady Carol Hubbard 

on the 21st, Dave Mashia (Hollywood) on the 

22nd,  Bryan Pullman (Shortcut) and Roger 

King (Tri King) on the 25th, and Joe Stella 

(Stroker Joe) on the 27th. We have three 

anniversaries in April: Les and Carol 

Ruggiero and Roger and Susan King on the 

2nd, and Don and Paula Basham on the 26th. 

Hopefully, things will return to 

something close to normal next month and 

there will be more news from the Motor 

Corps.  In the meantime, be safe and follow 

health department guidelines. 

 

 

Imperial couple Cheryl and 
Jeffrey Sowder. 
         Photo: Lady Gail Balkwill 

mailto:gileslight@aol.com
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Look out for the Great Sahib Oriental 

Band. Here we come! This month, the 

Shrine’s most fun unit will attend the South 

Eastern Shrine Oriental Band Association 

(SESOBA) Hoedown in Alexandria, 

Louisiana from April 16 to April 19. A big 

win at last year’s Hoedown in Lexington, 

Kentucky led to plans to repeat our success at 

this year's competition. A Hoedown is a 

relaxing time. Unlike an Imperial Session, 

there is no mandatory competition number, 

so the bands can play their favorite tunes, 

enjoy the camaraderie, have free time to visit 

local points of interest, Nobles and Ladies 

luncheons, awards banquets, greeting old and 

new friends, and hospitality. 

Band President and Music Director 

Floyd Ladue leads weekly practice meetings 

focused on our plan for a winning program of 

music. Picking the tunes, fine-tuning solos, 

and arranging the entry of the horns is what it 

takes to be a winner.  

At the March Arcadia Parade, the Band 

float was full of bandsmen. We use the 

parade as a kind of dress rehearsal for the 

SESOBA Hoedown. Besides that, in parades, 

bystanders can enjoy the costumes and music 

while seeing the Sahib Band up close. 

We practice almost every Wednesday at 

6:30 p.m. Visitors are welcome. Prospective 

members are very welcome. 

Remember the kids in the hospitals!  

Oriental Band Notes 
Noble Angus Reynolds, angus.r@me.com 
 
 

TEMPLE CEREMONIAL 
Friday, May 15 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

The Oriental Band brass, left to right: Noble Sig Pahl, 
Noble Paul Pante, and Noble Casey Yniguez. 
                                          Photo: Noble Angus Reynolds 

“Music gives a soul to the 

universe, wings to the mind, flight to 

the imagination and life to 

everything.”                              -Plato 

mailto:angus.r@me.com
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L. to R.: HP&P Mark DeStefano, First Lady Sharon Thornsberry, 
Noble David Mashia, Potentate Gary Fields, Lady Margie 
Thomas.                                          Photo: Michael Whitney 
                                                    Provided by Potentate Gary Fields 
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  Sahib Membership Notes 

Thomas Mabray, Membership Chairman, peppermabray@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have you first lined your prospect for 

Sahib in 2020? April of 2020 Illustrious 

Potentate Gary Fields has opportunities to 

help you gain membership in your temple. A 

“full form Ceremonial” is planned for May 

15, 2020. Please sign up your prospects 

ASAP as Illustrious Sir Gary is offering a 

special for all in this Ceremonial: $160 (used 

fez included). 

At this time there are several in the 

pipeline for the Ceremonial in May. Our 

temple membership is still under 800. 

Illustrious Sir Gary is looking at several 

prospective ways to help us gain a renewed 

interest in Sahib Temple. We need to bring 

fun and participation back into the temple! If 

you have any ideas of how to have fun and 

fellowship, please let us know what you are 

thinking of. 

One thing we are looking at is having 

Sahib’s Legion of Honor active again for our 

veterans. We need our veterans working in 

Sahib. Have YOU gotten your “Just One?” 

Membership increase is not up to me but 

it is up to YOU! I’m sure that you know 

someone in your lodge who would make a 

good Shriner and enjoy the Shrine Fraternity. 

If you are not having fun in Sahib, what can 

you do to have fun in Sahib?  MSSA (Make 

Sahib Strong Again). 

We need to increase our membership in 

both the Blue Lodge and Shrine. The 

Imperial Membership program is designed to 

help bring new Masons into the Lodge and 

Master Masons into the Shrine.  

If you will get “JUST ONE” new 

member into your lodge or shrine, just think 

about the growth of the Lodge and Sahib 

Shrine and the fraternal fellowship that we 

will have.          

 

Remember: “JUST ONE” 

GetJustOne.org 

Click this image 

to watch a video 

from Shriners 

International. 

https://youtu.be/tDa4z-UsbxI
https://youtu.be/tDa4z-UsbxI
https://youtu.be/tDa4z-UsbxI
mailto:peppermabray@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/tDa4z-UsbxI
https://youtu.be/tDa4z-UsbxI
https://webfez.shrinenet.org/referral
https://youtu.be/tDa4z-UsbxI
https://youtu.be/tDa4z-UsbxI
https://youtu.be/tDa4z-UsbxI
https://youtu.be/tDa4z-UsbxI
https://youtu.be/tDa4z-UsbxI
https://youtu.be/tDa4z-UsbxI
https://youtu.be/tDa4z-UsbxI
https://youtu.be/tDa4z-UsbxI
https://youtu.be/tDa4z-UsbxI
https://youtu.be/tDa4z-UsbxI
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This story is reprinted from Leaders In Care magazine, Winter 2019 edition 
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PLEASE NOTE: 
THE DEADLINE FOR 

 THE REPORTER IS THE 
 15TH OF EACH MONTH. 

 
WE ARE ALWAYS LOOKING FOR 

ARTICLES, PHOTOS, AND TIPS ABOUT 

SHRINERS EVENTS. 
 

EMAIL: RZEISSLER@YAHOO.COM 

Don’t Miss Out on the Fun! 

Queen of Hearts 
7:00 p.m. 

Every Thursday! 
Only $1.00 

per chance to win. 

mailto:dashia@drmelectric.com
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Our High Priest & Prophet Mark DeStefano 
having a good time at the Arcadia rodeo. 

Photo provided by Potentate Gary Fields 

http://www.masonichomeofflorida.org
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http://www.veniceshrineclub.org
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never performed the art. Unable to describe 

their terms of apprenticeship for sailing and 

navigation, their qualifications for leading, 

the sailors attack each other and endeavor to 

throw each other overboard. The process can 

result in a rudderless, aimless, drifting ship.  

As for the qualified citizen seeking 

office, “canvassing and scrambling for office 

is an utterly wretched business.” 

Although Cicero describes a dismal 

process to his son. He urges his son not to 

withdraw, but to engage. As a citizen, he 

must not show bitter anger towards 

adversaries. Rebukes and disagreements 

must be free of insult. He should be noble, 

exemplary in conduct, conciliatory and 

forgiving. “Those who live in free societies 

where there is equality before the law should 

make a habit of affability and maintain a high 

level of tolerance.”  

Sounds Masonic, doesn’t it? Moral 

conduct, subdued passions, open-

mindedness, tolerance, kindness, politeness. 

 As Masons maybe we can set a good 

example for our fellow citizens. Certainly, 

we can do better than the sailors. 

 

The Valley of Tampa regularly meets at 

its Center in Tampa on the second Monday of 

each month at 7:00 p.m., preceded by a 5:45 

p.m. dinner. 

Our annual Remembrance and Renewal 

ceremony, commemorating Brothers who 

passed to the Great Lodge, will be conducted 

on April 13th. 

The Scottish Rite’s degrees will next be 

conferred on May 2nd and 3rd. Petitions are 

available at: 

https://tampascottishrite.org/members/beco

me-a-member/ 

 

Casey Fletcher is the sitting Master of 

Tuscan Lodge No. 6 in Bartow, Florida. He 

notes that a member of his Lodge, Spessard 

L. Holland 330, was Governor of Florida and 

a U.S. Senator. He set a good example. 

 

 

 

 

Masonic Digest / Scottish Rite 
Casey A. Fletcher, 33° IGH, dow@srtampa.org 
 
 
 
 
 

The upcoming national election, with 

its endless television commercials, 

prerecorded telephone calls, debates and 

campaign mailers evokes relief that 

Freemasonry proscribes the discussion of 

politics in open Lodge. 

Nonetheless, as discussed in the January 

2015 edition, our ancient brethren 

encouraged us to be informed citizens and to 

actively participate in our own governance. 

That missive noted two examples: Past Grand 

Masters Thomas Brown and Albert W. 

Gilchrist also served as Governors of Florida. 

Several Scottish Rite degrees direct our 

attention to matters of governance and 

politics and to our proper role in the process. 

The 4th, 5th, and 6th degrees can be 

interpreted as emphasizing the importance of 

an educated, enlightened citizenry. An 

independent judiciary is a theme in the 7th 

degree. An orderly economic system is 

highlighted in the 8th degree. The functions 

of Upper and Lower legislative bodies are 

hinted at in the 9th and 10th, as is freedom of 

the press; trial by jury appears in the 11th and 

the importance of the Chief Executive is 

alluded to in the 12th. The 13th degree 

includes an oration suggesting that a “mixed 

constitution” will foster the preservation of 

liberty.” These degrees seem to frame our 

role in civic life and encourage our 

engagement. Whatever our level of interest in 

(or frustration with) politics might be, as 

men, Masons and citizens, we have a duty at 

least be an “educated, enlightened” citizen. 

Marcus Cicero (106-43 BCE) a Roman 

philosopher and statesman, instructed his son 

on the realm of politics in a letter that became 

a classic book, On Obligations. 

Recalling an analogy found in Book VI 

of Plato’s Republic (beginning at line 488, if 

you’re interested), Cicero suggests that 

political candidates and wannabe leaders are 

like a group of inexperienced sailors, each 

vying to seize the helm of a ship. Each man 

thinks that he ought to steer, though he has 

https://tampascottishrite.org/members/become-a-member/
https://tampascottishrite.org/members/become-a-member/
mailto:dow@srtampa.org
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Lady Sharon Thornsberry talks with Imperial Lady Cheryl Sowder during the March 4, 2020 Imperial visit to Sahib Shrine. 
Photo provided by Lady Gail Balkwill 
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  This story is reprinted from Shriner Magazine, Winter 2019 edition 
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Nyla Temple 
Queen Donna Kay Duffy, cdd84@aol.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greetings from Nyla Temple, 

We have had a quiet month.  We are 

starting a new year with hopes of it being 

successful. 

We are planning another mystery meal 

and a soup and bread luncheon in the fall. 

Three members will be attending 

Supreme Session in June. 

Do you have a relative who was or is a 

Mason?  You could be a member of the 

Daughters of the Nile. Our donations are 

made to the Shriners Hospitals.  Besides over 

$6,000, we donate many supplies, school 

supplies, games, blankets, and gift cards.  If 

you are interested contact me or a member of 

the DON. 

Have a Happy Easter. 

 

Watch a video detailing First Lady Cheryl Sowder’s fundraising 
program “Heroes Among Us” by clicking on the photos below. By 
clicking, you’ll be taken to YouTube where you can view the video with 
the First Lady’s message. 

mailto:cdd84@aol.com
https://youtu.be/3t4PfN7UVO8
https://youtu.be/3t4PfN7UVO8
https://youtu.be/3t4PfN7UVO8
https://youtu.be/3t4PfN7UVO8
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Please consider making 

 a donation to the 

Sahib Shriner’s Capital Asset 

Addition Replacement Trust Fund. 

Use the form at left. 

To advertise in The Reporter, 

contact the Recorder’s Office 

at 941-366-4449 

mailto:recorder@sahibshrine.org
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If you're a Noble of 
the Shriners searching for 
brotherhood and 
camaraderie, remember 
that Sahib Shriners is yours. 

Find your way and 
enjoy your membership. 

Sahib is always in 
need of assistance with 
duties. There are many 
activities to become 
involved with for your 
pleasure. 

Don't travel alone. 
Bring someone with you to 
travel the journey crossing 
the hot sands to the 
welcoming shade of our 
goodly temple. 
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“April hath put a spirit of 
youth in everything.”  

                                  William Shakespeare, ‘Sonnet XCVIII’ 
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1ST: MAY DAY 
7-10TH: FASMC ANNUAL 

MEETING/COMPETITION 
10TH: MOTHER’S DAY 
15TH: FALL CEREMONIAL 
16TH:  ARMED FORCES DAY 
 

 

Wednesday, Apr. 1 April Fools’ Day 

Thursday, Apr. 2 Shriners’ Luncheon 11 a.m. 
Queen of Hearts 7 p.m. 
Hillbilly Shrine Club 8 p.m. 

Friday, Apr. 3 Manatee Shrine Club 11 a.m. 

Tuesday, Apr. 7 Bingo – Main Hall 9 a.m. 

Thursday, Apr. 9 Queen of Hearts 7 p.m. 

Friday, Apr. 10 Sarasota Scottish Rite Club 
   Luncheon 11:30 a.m. 
LOSNA Stated Meeting 12:30 p.m. 

Monday, Apr. 13 North Port Shrine Club 
   Stated Meeting 11:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, Apr. 14 Bingo – Main Hall 9 a.m. 

Wednesday, Apr. 15 Motor Corps Shrine Club 7 p.m. 
Reporter Deadline 

April 16—April 18 Hillbilly Days Pikeville, KY 

Thursday, Apr. 16 Queen of Hearts 7 p.m. 

Tuesday, Apr. 21 Bingo – Main Hall 9 a.m. 
Venice Shrine Club 11 a.m. 

Wednesday, Apr. 22 Earth Day 

Thursday, Apr. 23 Queen of Hearts 7 p.m. 

Friday, Apr. 24 Arbor Day 

Monday, Apr. 27 Divan Meeting 4 p.m. 

Tuesday, Apr. 28 Bingo – Main Hall 9 a.m. 

Thursday, Apr. 30 Queen of Hearts 7 p.m. 

 

For a complete calendar online, 
visit https://www.brownbearsw.com/cal/sahibshrine 

 

 Coming in May… 

WE’VE GOT ALL THE GAMES! 

Join Us to Cheer On Your Team 

All Games on our 17 TVs 

Menu and Drink Specials! 

600 N Beneva Rd 

Sarasota 

Visit Us Online 
www.HometownHeroesBarGrill.com 

http://www.hometownheroesbargrill.com/
http://www.hometownheroesbargrill.com/
http://www.hometownheroesbargrill.com/
http://www.hometownheroesbargrill.com/
http://www.hometownheroesbargrill.com/
https://www.brownbearsw.com/cal/sahibshrine
http://www.hometownheroesbargrill.com/
http://www.hometownheroesbargrill.com/
http://www.hometownheroesbargrill.com/
http://www.hometownheroesbargrill.com/
http://www.hometownheroesbargrill.com/
http://www.hometownheroesbargrill.com/
http://www.hometownheroesbargrill.com/
https://www.hometownheroesbargrill.com/
http://www.hometownheroesbargrill.com/
https://www.hometownheroesbargrill.com/
http://www.hometownheroesbargrill.com/
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